
ACBVI Arizona Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 3100 E. Roosevelt St. Phoenix, AZ 85008 
 602. 273-7411 
 
Who: Adults 18 & older who are blind or vision impaired, or who have a degenerative eye 

condition leading to blindness or vision impairment, & are enrolled in Vocational 
Rehabilitation  

 
What:  A Comprehensive Day Based Program offering a variety of services\designed for 

individuals to learn: 
Independent Living Skills & Adjustment to Disability 
Assistive Technology & Career Development 
Rehabilitation Instructional Services (including Orientation and Mobility & 
Independent Living Skills) 

 
Where:   The Arizona Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
  3100 E. Roosevelt St. Phoenix, AZ 85008 
 
When: Comprehensive services will be offered through a 10 week program 

designed to provide classroom training four days a week with the fifth day 
devoted to independent assignments and homework. Services and 
supported activities are designed to assist you in developing the 
confidence and skills to live independently. A 6 Week Career Development 
Program is another component ACBVI will offer is that will provide 
comprehensive modules for career search, resume writing, interviewing 
techniques, and labor market information. 

 
Program Requirements: Willingness to commit to the time requirement of the program. 

Documentation of vision impairment and/or eye disease, and a general 
medical report indicating current health condition, restrictions in physical 
activities, medications if any, & emergency medical information.  
Services are paid for through a grant from the Rehabilitation Services 
Administration in partnership with ACBVI 

Contact: Diana Sussman @ 602. 273-7411, or Email: dsussman@acbvi.org  
  www.acbvi.org/  
 
FBC Foundation for Blind Children 
  1235 E Harmont Drive Phoenix, AZ 85020 
 602.331.1470 
 
The Foundation for Blind Children will be providing a full array of services targeted to 

both adults and youth. 
 
Adult Services To Be Offered:   

♦ On-Line Assistive Technology Training - Designed to provide assistive technology 
instruction for clients who live in rural areas of Arizona and cannot commute to a 
center-based program. Services will include  

• Text-based Question & Answers 
• Text-based Instruction (virtual textbook) 

mailto:dsussman@acbvi.org
http://www.acbvi.org/


• Voice Chat (virtual classroom) 
• Interactive Multimedia 
Contact Mark Nelson at 602.331.1470 

♦ Adult Work Readiness Program - designed to provide adults with Career 
Exploration in a center based setting.  Services will include: 

• Conducting a Labor Market Survey 
• Resume Writing/Application Completion 
• Job Search Strategies, Techniques & Approaches 
• Interviewing Techniques 
• Comprehensive Support Services including Benefits Counseling, 

Identifying Employment Barriers, Overcoming Fears of 
Working 

• Meeting Employer Expectations 
• Socializing and Communicating in the Sighted Workplace 
Contact: Darcey Hostetler 602.331.1470 
 

♦ RIS Disability Related Skills Training expands the focus and commitment to 
adult services by providing comprehensive day-based adult services in the 
following areas: 

• Rehabilitation Teaching (Independent Living & Braille Instruction) 
• Orientation  and Mobility 
• Orientation and Adjustment to Disability 
• Job Training & Career Exploration 
• Assistive Technology Training 

♦ Textbook Transcription - Providing textbook transcription for adult students 
attending community colleges or universities.  Materials can be reproduced in 
large-print, electronic and Braille formats.  

 Contact:  Inge Durre 602.331.1470 
  

Youth Services Available: 
 
Who:  Transition Age Youth - High School Juniors and Seniors  
 
What: The FBC will be providing a full array of programs and services targeting 

the needs of transition age youth. Youth may choose from the following:  
♦ 6 Week Comprehensive Summer Independent Living component 

offering intensive services to blind or vision impaired high school 
juniors and seniors with a focus on career exploration, assistive 
technology instruction and family workshops 

♦ 6 Week College Preparation component open to graduating high school 
seniors from across the state (some high school juniors may also be 
appropriate for this program). Students will live on campus in a dorm, 
while taking a 3 credit college course such as English 101 to experience 
student life on campus. This program will assist students in developing: 

 Self-Advocacy Skills to obtain alternative services or format 
 Orientation and Mobility Skills 
 Time Management Skills 
 Social Interaction Skills 



♦ Individualized Comprehensive Transition Services for high school 
students transitioning from school to college and/or work will focus on 
providing center based services in two major areas: 
1) Independent Living Skills that will include: 

 Comprehensive Team Assessments 
 Independent Living Skills 
 Orientation and Mobility 
 Adjustment to Disability 
 Assistive Technology Instruction 
 Career Exploration 

2) Work Readiness Program that will include: 
 Career Exploration including aptitude testing 
 Conducting Labor Market Survey 
 Resume Writing 
 Interviewing Techniques 
 Job Search Strategies, Techniques, Tools 
 Personal and Social Adjustment - Overcoming Fears  
 Review of Employer Expectations  
 Working in a Sighted World - Communications and Social Skills 
 Job Placement/Work Experience Opportunities 

When: Center Based Programs will be offered year round for junior and senior 
high school students to prepare youth with the tools and skills needed for 
working or who are college bound. 

 College Prep and Comprehensive Independent Living Programs will be 
offered during the summer months. 

 
Where: Depending upon the program students will either live on campus, in an 

apartment or attend day-based services at the FBC. 
 
How to Apply:  Any student currently receiving services through VR is eligible for 

this program. VR Counselors may refer clients to the FBC.  School Districts 
may also refer students to the FBC. 

 Contact Kim Glenn at 602.331.1470 
  www.the-fbc.org/  
 
Services are paid for through a grant from the Rehabilitation Services Administration in 

partnership with the FBC 
  

http://www.the-fbc.org/


SAAVI Southern Arizona Association for Visually Impaired  
3767 East Grant Road Tucson, AZ 85716  

 
Who:  High School Students Ages 14-18 Years Old 
 
What:   Project Independence- Offering a 12-day residential program for youth ages 

14-18 to develop skills in Independent Living, Technology, Career and Job 
Exploration. Project Independence is designed to: 
• Assist youth in Daily Living Skills 
• Provide Career Exploration  
• Learn about Technology required for different careers 
• Improve Orientation and Mobility Skills through group travel in the 

Tucson area  
• Learn Independent Living Skills to take care of yourself— shopping, 

cooking meals, grooming, cleaning, laundry and other skills needed for 
living independently or attending college  

 
When: July 11-23, 2004 
 
Where:  Youth enrolled in Project Independence will be living in a dormitory at the 

Arizona Schools for the Deaf and Blind (ASDB) in Tucson.  Activities will 
take place at ASDB, SAAVI (Southern Arizona Association for the Visually 
Impaired).  Youth will also visit work sites in the Tucson area.  

 
Activities: Opportunities for supervised recreation in the evenings and on weekends. 

You will have the opportunity to be with youth your own age, and a staff 
that will help you make the most of your stay and have fun while learning 
new skills.   

 
How to Apply: By telephone 520.795.1331 Irene Ludwig at extension 241 or 
  Amy Murillo at extension 236. 
  By Email: iludwig@saavi.us  or amurillo@saavi.us  
  By FAX: 520.795.1336  

Services are paid for through a grant from the  
Rehabilitation Services Administration in partnership with SAAVI 
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